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Tessa the Tank lives in a shed at Fretwell Tank

Museum, in the South Riding of Yorkshire. She 

is an old tank who retired from duty many 

years ago.

Tessa is a Tetrarch light tank, and served with 

the British Army during World War II. She has 

a small gun, and her armour is not very thick,

but she is very fast for a tank. 





Tessa the Tank lived in a shed at Fretwell Tank Museum. She was an 

old tank who retired many years ago. Tessa liked to spend her days 

talking to the old soldiers who came to visit and watching their 

grandchildren play.

In charge of the museum was a kindly man called Mr Walker. He made 

sure that all of the tanks and other vehicles were well looked after. 

One day, he came to give Tessa some exciting news.

“You are going to a classic vehicle show next weekend," said Mr Walker.





“What is a classic vehicle show?” asked Tessa.

"It is where lots of people go to see old lorries and classic cars and 

retired fire engines,” explained Mr Walker. “There will be many vehicles 

from all around the country, gathered together just for the day. All of 

the vehicles must look their best and run well. There will be rosettes 

for the smartest and shiniest vehicles. We will need to get you cleaned 

and oiled. I am sure you will have lots of fun and you may even win a 

rosette."

The next day, Andy the engineer checked Tessa's engine and oiled the 

gearing for her gun. A team of museum volunteers cleaned and 

polished her armour plates until she gleamed. Tessa was sure she 

would impress everyone at the show and make Mr Walker proud.





Finally the day of the show arrived. Tessa's driver, Eleanor, drove her 

out of the shed. Tessa couldn't help shuddering with excitement.

Brian the tank transporter lorry was waiting in the yard to take her to 

the show. Eleanor and Andy secured Tessa in place. Then they climbed 

into Brian's cab and set off for the show. Tessa chattered away to Brian 

about all of the places she had been as a young tank.

“I used to live at Salisbury,” she said. “It was very flat there. I went to 

Scotland, too. It wasn't flat there, though. There were lots of 

mountains and some had snow on the top even in summer. I even 

visited France once.”





"Humph," said Brian, who was not very impressed. "Without lorries like 

me you would never go anywhere. You're too slow."

Brian started to tell Tessa about the tanks he had carried and how far 

he had taken them. He travelled much further on his big wheels than 

Tessa could on her tracks.

“I once drove all the way across France,” boasted Brian. “With a 

Sherman tank on my trailer. Then I went to Germany carrying a 

Churchill tank. They're both much bigger than a little tank like you.”





Brian was so busy showing off that he wasn't looking where he was 

going. He drove too fast into a corner. He tried to stop but he went 

straight through a fence into the mud of Fretwell Moor!

Brian tried to back out of the mud, but he couldn't move. Eleanor 

climbed down from the cab and looked at the wheels. They were deep 

in mud. Brian tried again to move, spraying mud everywhere. But it 

only dug his wheels in deeper.



Thank you for reading this sample. For more information, or to buy a copy, see the web 
page at www.tessathetank.com

Find Tessa Online

For more information about Tessa and her friends, visit her website at 
www.tessathetank.com. There are free games, activities, and downloads.
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